Fall Update From NCDEA President Cindy Moon
Intro

The NCDEA officers and Board have been busy working this past quarter. We held officers’ and board conference calls. A number of task forces are underway with each having a goal to bring recommendations to our annual meeting in New Orleans, January 31-February 4. 2009. One task force is working on ideas to strengthen NCDEA as an organization over the long run. We have another task force working energetically on a training workshop there on Wednesday February 4. We are also cooperating with NACD staff and working on constructing a good series of concurrent sessions at the NACD meeting.
Awards

Nominations are due for award nominations for the Outstanding Conservation District Board Member and Outstanding District Employee annual awards. 
The Outstanding Conservation District Professional and Outstanding Conservation District Board Member awards are presented annually to recognize professionalism and dedication in the people behind the nation’s conservation district programs.  The program began in 1998.

All regions must submit nominations to the national level by November 15. These regional nominations should be sent to the NCDEA Executive Director at 509 Capitol Court NE, Washington D.C. 20002. National winners will be notified by December 15.

Scholarship-Reminder
Nominations are due May 1st for the Don Aron Scholarship See the link below to the page on our website for application instructions.
http://ncdea.org/scholarship.htm
National Conservation Partnership

The next National Conservation Partnership Leaders’ will be meeting November 6-7 in D.C. The leaders of the NCDEA, NACD, NARC&DC’s, NASCA, and NRCS come together periodically to address partnership topics. As a part of this meeting plans are underway to plant a tree in the District of Columbia in honor of Olin Sims, deceased past president of NACD.

NASCA annual meeting participation

Former President Rich Baden represented NCDEA at the NASCA annual meeting in MT. About 65 participants met to conduct the annual meeting, attend field tours, and update the national board on partner activities.
NCDEA products on the new NACD Online store

We will soon have a number of clothing type items available with the NCDEA logo via the NACD online store. Watch for notices about new products at the online store. 
NCDEA/NACD cooperate on AgLearn session

We are planning a national webinar for 50 (each state) participants or sites on the many new features of AgLearn-Oct 22 at 2 P.M. Eastern. Watch for enotes and other notices of this upcoming event.
Cookbooks Fundraiser Update
Thanks to all who have purchased a cookbook and also thanks to those who have sold them. A special thank-you goes out to board member Sharon Underwood who led this successful effort. There are still a few available and this fall may be a good time for you to buy one or more for holiday presents and other uses. 
Phase II directory status

A notice will soon be sent to state employee associations for a copy of the state district employee directory/contact information. A number of states participated in Phase I last year and furnished this information. This year we plan to compile the remaining states.  
District employee access to producer data
There are new developments on the use of producer data in connection with the privacy requirement language of the 2008 farm bill and other considerations. The key is that employees need access to the data to provide conservation services to farmers and ranchers but are under an obligation to only use the information for that purpose. New requirements or procedures to assure privacy are expected this fall and early winter. See also the Computers for Districts page on the NACD website for more information on this topic.
